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DEATH OF DR. ALBERT ATHERTON, PLEASANT 
PLAINS, ILLINOIS. 

Dr. Albert Atherton, a native son of Illinois, was born 
in Morgan county, Illinois, October 23, 1828. His father, 
Jonathan Atherton, was born in Dutchess county, New 
York, in 1803, and was a son of Rev. Theophilus Ather- 
ton, who was likewise a native of the Empire State. The 
family is of English lineage and was established in New 
York at a very early epoch in its history. They were rela- 
tives of the Harpers, so well known as publishers. 

Rev. Theophilus Atherton, on removing westward 
about 1820, took up his abode in Pickaway county, Ohio, 
where he was engaged in the work of the ministry as a 
pioneer preacher of the Presbyterian church. He also 
engaged in teaching school and farming. Under the pa- 
rental roof Jonathan Atherton was reared and after ar- 
riving at years of maturity he wedded Ann Johnson, a 
native of New York, born in Dutchess county. Her 
father was Richard Johnson, another of the early settlers 
of Pickaway county, Ohio. The marriage occurred about 
1824, and in 1826 Jonathan Atherton removed with his 
wife to Illinois, becoming one of the first settlers of Mor- 
gan county. There he carried on farming on a tract of 
wild land, which he developed into a good farm, and upon 
that place he reared his family, and spent his remaining 
days. His death occurred in 1862. His wife survived 
him for several years and spent her last days with her 
son, Dr. Albert Atherton, at Pleasant Plains. There were 
three children of this union, the only surviving member 
now being Mrs. B. Howard (Alice Jane Atherton) of 
South Dakota. 

Dr. Albert Atherton, at the usual age entered the com- 
mon schools, later he attended Illinois College at Jack- 
sonville. Wishing to make the practice of medicine his 
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life work he began studying in Arcadia, Illinois, and 
afterwards pursued a course of lectures in St. Louis in 
the winter of 1851-52. On completing the course he was 
graduated with the class of 1853, and he then located for 
practice in Sangamon county, Illinois, establishing his 
home in Cartwright township. He remained in this 
county and for over twenty years was in active practice. 
In the early days his patronage extended over a wide 
territory and he made long drives in order to alleviate 
human suffering and aid in the restoration of health. 
About 1870 he retired from active practice. 

During the Civil War Dr. Atherton was a staunch and 
loyal defender of the Union. He was an earnest Eepub- 
lican since the organization of the party in 1856. 

Besides his farming interests near Pleasant Plains he 
established a drug and grocery store in Pleasant Plains 
and continued in that business for several years. 

In 1880 he became one of the organizers of a bank 
which was conducted under the name of Tracy, Beekman 
& Co., but is now carried on under the firm name of Ath- 
erton, Eichardson & Co. 

The doctor was married in August, 1856, to Miss Sarah 
Ann Hayes, a native of Lancaster, Pa. Her father, 
Augustus Hayes, was a native of that county and became 
one of the early settlers of Illinois. 

There were seven children born to Dr. and Mrs. Albert 
Atherton, namely, Elma C, the wife of Kobert Zane, of 
Jacksonville, HI.; Albert, who is married and living in 
Jacksonville, HI.; Mary Alice, wife of George Harnett, 
of Springfield, HI.; Augustus, who is married and lives 
on his father's farm; Edward, who is married and holds 
a responsible position in the bank at Pleasant Plains; 
William, who is married and lives on a farm ; Mabel, the 
youngest, at home. They lost two children, Franklin, who 
died at the age of four years, and LeBoy, who died in 
infancy. 
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Dr. Atherton was an active and devoted member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church of Pleasant Plains, and an 
active member of the Illinois State Historical Society. 

His death occurred at Pleasant Plains June 12, 1913. 



HAEEY LINCOLN SAYLEE. 

" Harry Lincoln Sayler, general manager of the 
Chicago City News Bureau, who died at Indianapolis, 
May 31, following a stroke of apoplexy, was born at 
Little York, Montgomery county, Ohio, fifty years ago. 
He was graduated from DePauw University at Green- 
castle, Ind. In 1889 he married Miss June Elliott of 
Shelbyville, Ind. 

"Mr. Sayler began his newspaper work in Indianapolis 
in 1886, moving to Chicago the year of his marriage. He 
entered the service of the Wright & Eussell City Press 
Association of which he became assistant manager in 
1890. Later he came into control of the organization 
jointly with A. S. Leckie and was afterwards made one 
of the managers of the City Press Association which was 
recently changed to the City News Bureau. 

"Besides being an active member of the Illinois State 
Historical Society, he was a member of the Chicago 
Historical Association, and the Louisiana Historical 
Association, besides a number of Chicago clubs. 

"Although Mr. Sayler 's published works were mostly 
juvenile much of his leisure time was given to historical 
research. He was an authority on the pirates ,and had in 
his library authoritative and distinct history of the free- 
booters from Jean La Fitte down. He is survived by his 
widow and two children. 



